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Address to the Celebration of the 50th Anniversary of Japanese Association
of Occupational Therapists (JAOT)

Marilyn Pattison
President
World Federation of Occupational Therapists

It is my great pleasure on behalf of the World Federation of Occupational Therapistsh(WFOT), to
congratulate the Japanese Association of Occupational Therapists (JAOT) on the occasion of 50" Anniversary
of the foundation of this association.

Japan has been a full member of the WFOT since 1972, and has always provided significant support to the
WFOT. This support has included promotion of the WFOT and its various global work programmes, and the
friendly, thoughtful and dedicated commitment of the JAOT Delegates to the WEFOT Council meetings over
the years, with the support of the JAOT to attend these meetings.

At this event, we celebrate the achievements and contribution to the local, national and world occupational
therapy communities. On behalf of the WFOT, I would like to share some of the broad areas of the Japanese
contribution to the global scene.

The WFOT Congress 2014, hosted by the JAOT, showcased the accomplishments and evidence provided
by the Japanese occupational therapists’, adding to the growing body of knowledge on a healthy life through
the study of both the physical and social determinants of health. In addition to the more scientific studies
and evidence, presentations on the Disaster Response relating to the Great Eastern Earthquake and other
natural disasters in Japan, and the focus on traditional and emerging lifestyles, were of great interest to the
international delegates attending Congress 2014. Congress 2014 enabled over 1,500 international delegates
to learn about occupational therapy in Japan, and to experience the Japanese lifestyle. The Japanese
lifestyle activities in the Congress Exhibition venue, and the participation of the Emperor and Empress
in the Congress Opening Ceremony were once in a lifetime experiences for the international visitors.
Congratulations to the JAOT for creating lifelong memories to colleagues from around the world.

The JAOT’s support for the WFOT 2014 Executive Management Team and Council Meetings and Congress
was exemplary and very much appreciated by the WFOT. The JAOT contributed significant efforts
in so many ways to ensure the outstanding success of these events. Further, the support and personal
contributions of the JAOT Executive, Delegates, and Committees to these events, and the WFOT visits in
the years leading up to 2014, were highly valued by the WFOT Executive and have left a lifetime impression
of the hospitality and dedication of our Japanese colleagues.

The achievements of the JAOT in the development of occupational therapy practice, research and education
in Japan are significant. Congress 2014 Delegates, and the Executive Management Team and Councillors
were privileged to visit some of the occupational therapy services whilst visiting Japan. These visits informed
us of the different practice areas for occupational therapists in Japan, and provided some insight into the
health needs of the Japanese people.

There are two areas I would like to highlight where the profession of occupational therapy in Japan has
provided inspiration and guidance to occupational therapists globally.

The work undertaken in the area of Disaster Preparedness and Response in Japan provides information
and guidance to colleagues around the world who find themselves responding to major disasters to support
people, particularly those with disabilities, to resume meaningful occupations in altered living circumstances.
By sharing information about the response of occupational therapists and the JAOT via the WFOT
e-newsletter, Bulletin and other reports, Japanese occupational therapists have made a significant contribution
to the evidence for best practice in disaster response internationally.

Healthy Ageing is another area of high importance on the World Health Organization and global health

agenda, to which Japan has much to contribute. With an ageing population, and respect for traditions, culture,
and lifestyle, occupational therapists from around the world can find a wealth of evidence, guidance and ideas
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for their interventions and wider health services planning from the Japanese experience.

The WFOT Congress keynote address by Kumiko Terayama published in the WFOT Bulletin Issuel,
2015, provides a wonderful account of the development and future of occupational therapy in Japan. The
article Innovations and challenges in occupational therapy in Japan: From the viewpoint of the Japanese
Association of Occupational Therapists’ informs us of the Japanese experience, thus contributing to the body
of knowledge accessible to the global occupational therapy community.

Congratulations to the JAOT, and all occupational therapists in Japan on this significant occasion.

I wish you a wonderful and well deserved celebration of the great achievements and developments in
occupational therapy in Japan, and in the JAOT over the past 50 years, and best wishes for the future.
Congratulations to all.
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