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Introduction

. 98 WFOT member organisations were surveyed regarding
occupational therapy education in their country

. A questionnaire was circulated by email from WFOT March 26,
2021

. Data was collected by online survey
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Purpose

To inform future planning regarding the education of occupational
therapists, the survey sought information in relation to:

- Entry level education standards for occupational therapists
- Entry level competency frameworks for occupational therapists

. Transitioning occupational therapy education from diploma to degree
level (where applicable)
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Response

83 responses were received
85% response rate
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Are education
programmes funded/
regulated by government
agencies in your
country? (n= 83)
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Is government
registration/approval
required to practice as an
occupational therapist
in your country? (n= 83)
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What is the minimum required standard of entry-to-practice
education to work ? (n= 83)
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Diploma Bachelor Master's

B Occupational therapist M Physiotherapist
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Doctorate Other

B Speech language pathologist

B Nurse




What level of entry-to-practice education in occupational therapy is
offered by education programmes in your country? (n=83)

Other - 3
Professional doctorate I 1
Master’s degree _ 8
sachelor's degree | ::

Diploma
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What level of post professional education is available to
occupational therapists in your country? (n= 83)
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None

PhD
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Professional doctorate

Master’s degree

Bachelor’s degree
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Entry Level Competency Frameworks
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Is a competency framework used in your country for
occupational therapy? (n=83)

JNO, 33

Yes, 50
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How is the occupational therapy competency framework
used in your country? (n=48)
Performance reviews [N 13
Workforce planning I N 15
Workplace recruitment | N 16

Professional development [ 2

Continuing competency standards [ 2 ©
Entry-to-practice standards | 5 S
Education programme approvals/accreditation | S

Education curricula development I 20
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Are there plans to review the occupational therapy
competency framework used in your country? (n=48)

Don't know, 16&

ﬁYes, 24

No, 8
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Diploma Level Occupational Therapy Education
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Are diploma entry-level occupational therapy programmes in your
country approved by WFOT? (n=15)

All diploma programmes
are approved:

Some diploma
programmes
are approved:

Kenya

Sri Lanka
Tanzania
Uganda

Japan
Korea
Germany
Malaysia
Indonesia
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No diploma programmes
are approved:

Bangladesh
Chile
China
Ghana
Poland
Taiwan




Does your member organisation plan for entry-to-practice
occupational therapy diploma education programmes to transition to
a degree level in your country? (n=14)

Yes, we expect that all diploma education programmes will _ 3
transition to a degree level in the next 5 years.
Yes, we expect that some diploma education programmes will
- b P N :
transition to a degree level in the next 5 years.

Yes, we have plans to transition education programmes from _ ,
diploma level education to a degree level in the next 10 years

YeS, we would like to transition dlploma level education _ 6

programmes to a degree level but have no definite plans

No, this is not a current goal ||| GG 2
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Please rate the support from the following regarding transitioning
diploma occupational therapy education to a degree level

(Weighted average scores, 1 - strong opposition, 5 — strong support) (n=14)

Government | 5.1

n=13

General public |, 5.4

n=12

Educational institutions

n=13

Occupational therapy employers
n=13

Occupational therapy regulators
n=12

Other health professionals

n=12

Occupational therapy education programmes
n=13

Occupational therapists
n=13
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What is the expected impact for diploma level occupational therapists
if all education programmes transitioned to a degree level? (n=14)

Occupational therapists with a diploma level education would be reclassified
into a different job category (for example, occupational therapy assistant,
technician, support worker)

w

Occupational therapists with a diploma level education would have restrictions

in their job opportunities as an occupational therapist (for example, work only _ 4

in certain sectors)

Occupational therapists with a diploma level education would have formal

restrictions in their scope of practice as an occupational therapist (for _ 7

example, restrictions in job duties and responsibilities)

Occupational therapists with a diploma level education could continue to work -
as an occupational therapist only with upgrading

Occupational therapists with a diploma level education could continue to work _ .
as an occupational therapist without upgrading
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Please rate the impact of the following factors for a transition from

diploma to a degree level of education:
(Weighted average score, 1 - strong negative impact, 5 - very strong positive impact) (n=14)

Availability of occupational therapy educators I 3.6

Mentoring for education programrr:elzz I 3.3
Funding for occupational therapy educatr\i:jrz\ . 5.0
Government/regulatory standanrzdlz [
Salaries for occupational therapnizgs e 3.5
.
Demand for occupational therapy servic?i . 4.2
n=
Funding for occupational therapy services I 5.7
Availability of fieldwork/practice placemenrjci 1
Availability of upgraorl]izr:; T 21
n=13
Awareness of competency requirements for occupational therapists

n=12
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Are occupational therapy education programmes available for occupational
therapists to upgrade their entry level education from a diploma to a degree
(in countries offering diploma level education, n=14)?

Bangladesh

Chile
Japan
Poland
Taiwan
Tanzania
Uganda

No
50%
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Yes
50%

China
Germany
Ghana
Korea
Indonesia
Malaysia
Sri Lanka




Recommended strategies to facilitate transitioning of occupational therapy
education programmes from a diploma to degree level (n=13)

Promote availability of experts and mentoring | I 1
Develop a competency framework | I 1
Collaborate with regulators | N 1

Obtain increased funding for education programmes | IEIEzGzGEG 2

Collaborate with other health professions | NG 2

Advocate for the need for occupational therapists with degree
gualifications

Promote availability of educators with higher degrees | N /

I ©

Collaborate with education programmes and universities || EGEGzNGNGgdgdGgGNGNGEGEGEGEGEGEE

Obtain government support and legislation
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Recommended assistance from WFOT to facilitate the transition of
education programmes from a diploma to degree level (n=13)

Collaborate with education programmes and universities || R 1
Promote access to educators with higher level education || N 1

No longer approve diploma level education || N 1

Promote access to upgrading from a diploma to degree | ENGEG 2
Promote WFOT approval of Bachelor level education || GGG
Provide mentoring support || KGN :
Lobby for government support and legislation || GGG

Advocate for the need of occupational therapists with degree
qualifications
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Transition Strategies to Degree Level Education
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Recommended strategies to facilitate transitioning of occupational therapy
education programmes from a diploma to degree level (n=13)

Promote availability of experts and mentoring | I 1
Develop a competency framework | I 1
Collaborate with regulators | N 1

Obtain increased funding for education programmes | IEIEzGzGEG 2

Collaborate with other health professions | NG 2

Advocate for the need for occupational therapists with degree
gualifications

Promote availability of educators with higher degrees | N /

I ©

Collaborate with education programmes and universities || EGEGzNGNGgdgdGgGNGNGEGEGEGEGEGEE

Obtain government support and legislation
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Recommended assistance from WFOT to facilitate the transition of
education programmes from a diploma to degree level (n=13)

Collaborate with education programmes and universities || R 1
Promote access to educators with higher level education || N 1

No longer approve diploma level education || N 1

Promote access to upgrading from a diploma to degree | ENGEG 2
Promote WFOT approval of Bachelor level education || GGG
Provide mentoring support || KGN :
Lobby for government support and legislation || GGG

Advocate for the need of occupational therapists with degree
qualifications
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Demographics

- A high response rate was received (85%), with surveys received from 83
countries

. The majority of respondents were WFOT delegates (68%); 22% were
representatives of the member organisation.
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Entry level education

- Most countries reported the need for government registration/approval to
work as an occupational therapist (83%)

- Most frequently, the entry-to-practice education requirement for occupational
therapists was a Bachelor’s degree (71%), while 17% of represented countries

required a diploma

- The entry-to-practice requirements for occupational therapists are roughly
similar to those for physiotherapy; a higher number of represented countries
required advanced degrees for practice in speech language pathology, whereas
a higher number of countries accepted a diploma to work as a nurse.
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Entry level competency frameworks

. Competency frameworks are used in the majority of represented countries

(60%); of these countries, approximately 50% plan to review the competency
framework in current use

. Competency frameworks are most frequently used for development of
education curricula, approval and accreditation processes and entry-to-
practice standards (approximately 80%); less frequent uses include continuing
competency standards and professional development (35%); and workforce
recruitment and planning (approximately 29%)
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Diploma level education

- A minority of represented countries offer diploma entry-level
occupational therapy education programmes (18%)

. Of these countries, only 27% indicated all diploma programmes were
WEFOT approved; 40% indicated no diploma level programmes were
approved

- 100% of countries with diploma level education reported awareness of
that the 2016 WFOT Minimum Standards for the Education of
Occupational Therapists encourage entry-to-practice occupational
therapy education be offered at a minimum level of a Bachelor’s level
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Diploma level education (cont’d)

. The majority of countries/regions (60%) have one or two diploma level
programmes; 27% have more than 21 programmes

. Eight countries/regions have no goals/plans to transition diploma
programmes to a degree level, including three with more than 21
programmes and two with diploma level education programmes
approved by WFOT

- Factors highly rated for influencing such a transition included awareness
of competency requirements for occupational therapists and the demand
for occupational therapy services

. Upgrading programmes are available in seven countries/regions
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Strategies to promote transition to degree level education

- Most frequently, strategies to facilitate a transition to degree level
education included collaboration with governments, educators, other

health professionals and regulators

- Assistance from WFOT was recommended for advocacy, lobbying and
mentoring support
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