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Abstract:
Occupational therapy (OT) services for children with developmental disabilities(DD)
have proliferated since its start in more than 50 years ago in Taiwan. Nowadays,
these different models of OT service delivery have been developed. Beside medical
institutions, OT services for children with DD are now provided in different contexts
including schools, development centers, private practice and homes as a result of the
advocacy of parents groups, amendment of Special Education law and the
implementation of long term care services. With the expansion of intervention into
the child’s natural living environments, pediatric OT clinicians in Taiwan are
constantly readjusting their service focus and models to meet the client’s needs.
Though challenging, it gives OT clinicians a better opportunity to understand the
child’s engagement in their daily occupation. On the other hand, researchers in
pediatric OT area have also been examining and developing evidenced based
programs and tools for children with special needs. Both OT clinicians and
researchers in Taiwan have devoted efforts in promoting participation of our clients
in daily occupations and empowering their families. This presentation will make a
brief introduction of 1)current pediatric OT service practices for children with DD in
Taiwan, especially in school systems and communities; 2) ongoing research and
application of technology in intervention of children with DD ; 3) OT professionals’

participation in advocacy of rights for children with developmental disabilities.
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